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MIOTA Annual Conference 2025

OCTOBER 4 • SATURDAY

7:00am – 1:00pm R REGISTRATION

8:00am – 9:30am E BUSINESS MEETING 
Speakers: Dr. Cathleen C. Johnson, Denise Justice, Paul Webb

9:45am – 10:45am S Implementing AAC Communication into Interventions 
Speakers: Alissa Baker, Trisha Sweetman

9:45am – 10:45am S Listening: The Forgotten Skill 
Speakers: Kathleen Garvey, Jayne Yatczak

9:45am – 10:45am S Why Did I Even Learn Models? 
Speakers: Jessica Lyseng

9:45am – 11:45am N Collaborative Communication to Reduce Implicit Bias in Healthcare 
Speakers: Lorne Epstein

9:45am – 11:45am N Ethical Considerations in Daily Practice: Real-World Decision-Making for Occupational Therapy Practitioners 
Speakers: Craig Miller, Paul Webb

9:45am – 11:45am N Supervision Responsibilities in OT and OTA Practice: Navigating Michigan OT Rules and Real-World Challenges 
Speakers: Dr. Robin Pegg, Dr. Cathleen C. Johnson

9:45am – 11:45am N The Doctoral Capstone: A Diverse and Innovative Approach to Expanding Opportunities for Occupational Therapy practitioners  
Speakers: Marra Robert, Reggie Kehoe, Christine Kivlen, Holly Grieves

11:00am – 12:00pm S Horticulture-Based Interventions in Inpatient Psychiatric Settings 
Speakers: Emily Watson

11:00am – 12:00pm S Somatic Therapy as a Tool for Occupational Therapists in Trauma Rehabilitation

11:00am – 12:00pm S The Lived Experience of a Delayed Diagnosis in Pelvic Floor Dysfunction and Its Effect on Daily Occupational Engagement  
Speakers: Lauren Hunsinger, Katelyn Massey, Megan Schlaefflin

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Camp Therapists’ Perspectives on Implementing a Push-In Service Delivery Model for Children with Disabilities  
Speakers: Donna Case, Marra Robert

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Cultural Pawspectives: Insights from STELLA Lab Participants 
Speakers: Christine Kivlen, Megha Patri

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Decreasing Anxiety in College Graduate Students Through Coloring 
Speakers: Kaylee Brashear, Lauren Risner, Ella Sosenko

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Employment Beyond Barriers: How Crafting Promotes Work Readiness Skills for Adults with Disabilities 
Speakers: Abigail Cassatta

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Enhancing Engagement in Meaningful Occupations Through Technology Training for Older Adults: An OT Perspective  
Speakers: Alicia Jones, Lauryn Fairchild, Shyla Johnson

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Examining the Relationship Between Client Factors and Return to Work 
Speakers: Candace Heinlein, Nancy Hock, Paige Kuhn

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Identifying Practitioner-Perceived Knowledge Gaps in Occupational Therapy  
Speakers: Josephine Aduba, Julianna Cataldo

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Imagery as an Evolving Tool for the Occupational Therapist 
Speakers: Ana-Maria Gramisteanu

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Improving day engagement and occupational performance: the effectiveness of occupational therapy interventions in improving sleep in community
dwelling adults with a moderate to severe TBI 
Speakers: Brianna Woods, Sophia Gianetti, Francesca Licari

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Stroke survivor sleep disruptions: Experiences, strategies, and needs 
Speakers: Tyler Hood

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Syncing Occupational Therapy to Cycles 
Speakers: Coren Bargy, Haley Bellingham, Kaylin Mack, Mackenzie Mase, Laura Whitney

1:00pm – 2:00pm P The Impact of Canine Assisted Intervention with Group Therapy on Autonomic Function and Anxiety in Students Seeking Psychological Support 
Speakers: Christine Kivlen, Courtney Cramer, Gina Olsen, Raghda Romaya

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Understanding Sleep Quality and Sleep Safety for Individuals Interested in Enclosed Beds 
Speakers: Cara Masselink, Emma Nesbitt, Janelle Henderson, Thomas Simon, Emily Mui, Kelsey DeMann, Julie Eddy

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Understanding the Lived Experiences of Neurodiverse Individuals with Food Selectivity 
Speakers: Michelle Suarez, Michelle Lorimer, Macyn Barth, Haley Munson, Lauren Layman, Melina VanDever

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Usefulness of a Structured Health Management Training Program for Caregivers and Person Managing Chronic Health Conditions: A Pilot Quasi-
Experimental Study 
Speakers: Mae Condalary, Rosanne DiZazzo-Miller, Brianne Pearce, Faryal Pirzada

1:00pm – 2:00pm S Benefits of Intergenerational Programming in Occupational Therapy 
Speakers: Rachel Mitchell
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1:00pm – 2:00pm S Cultural Sensitivity Guidelines for Muslim OT Students & Practitioners 
Speakers: Shanmin Sultana

1:00pm – 2:00pm S The Occupation of Mindfulness 
Speakers: Julie Garcia

1:00pm – 2:00pm S When Occupation Is Deprived: Occupational Deprivation in Schools for Students with Disabilities 
Speakers: Alexzandria Barone

1:00pm – 3:00pm N Bridging the Gap: Partnering with Parents to Improve Outcomes in Pediatric OT 
Speakers: Sheena Aggarwal, Gwen Claussen

1:00pm – 3:00pm N Leading Beyond the Session: Advancing Occupational Therapy Through Vision and Voice 
Speakers: Tennille Woodward

1:00pm – 3:00pm N Occupational Therapy's Role in Reducing Rehospitalizations 
Speakers: Dr. Cathleen C. Johnson

2:15pm – 3:15pm S Can I use stim for that? NMES - the basics! 
Speakers: Denise Justice

2:15pm – 3:15pm S Intergenerational Experiences and the use of Occupational Therapy in Technology Training for Older Adults 
Speakers: Kaylee Hotchkiss, Alicia Jones
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