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MIOTA Annual Conference 2025

OCTOBER 3 • FRIDAY

7:00am – 5:00pm R REGISTRATION

PINNED
8:00am – 9:30am

E Keynote Speaker: Chris Klein; "Embracing Your Constraints" 
Speakers: Chris Klein

9:45am – 10:45am S Cognitive Impacts of Collegiate Competitive E-Sports 
Speakers: Kristin Williams

9:45am – 10:45am S Documentation: It Is Our Professional Responsibility: Practical Strategies 
Speakers: Angeline Bayci

9:45am – 10:45am S Impact of Health Disparity & Inequity in Occupational Therapy 
Speakers: Mansi Patel

9:45am – 10:45am S Partners in Care: Integrating the Clubhouse Model into Clinical Practice for Recovery-Oriented Mental Health 
Speakers: Lucas Webb

9:45am – 11:45am N Creating a Regulation Roadmap for Children who Struggle with Everyday Occupation 
Speakers: Michelle Suarez

9:45am – 11:45am N Culturally Inclusive ADLs in South Asian Cultures 
Speakers: Dr. Renuka Roche, Daiyajot Grewal, Dr. Preethy Samuel, Shanmin Sultana

9:45am – 11:45am N Using Assistive Technology to Empower Communication and Literacy in the Classroom for Children with Complex Needs 
Speakers: Karen Tibbs, Dr. Robin Pegg

11:00am – 12:00pm S Brachial Plexus Injury. The good, the bad, and the relationship between therapist and patient. A lived experience. 
Speakers: Sarah Johnson

11:00am – 12:00pm S NBCOT® National Certification Exam: Information You Need to Know 
Speakers: Krista M. Hagarty

11:00am – 12:00pm S The Clinical Reasoning Assessment Tool (CRAT) 
Speakers: Carla Floyd-Slabaugh

11:00am – 12:00pm S Why Not Us? The Distinct Value of Occupational Therapy Assistants in Psychosocial Clubhouses 
Speakers: Lucas Webb, Taylor Martel

1:00pm – 2:00pm P "Striking Up Friendships": The Impact of a Community Bowling Intervention on Social and Leisure Participation for Individuals with Stroke 
Speakers: Laura Alegre, Gabriella Craner, Mi'cah Thomas, Elizabeth Yost

1:00pm – 2:00pm P A Review of SmartSocks® Technology for Dementia Care: Addressing Agitation and Implications for Occupational Therapy Practice 
Speakers: Lucile Webb

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Amplifying Voices: Understanding the Experiences of Black Males in Occupational Therapy Education Through an Anti-Deficit Lens  
Speakers: Kimberly Simpson

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Developing a Sensory-Informed Checklist for Individuals with Autism-Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in the Home Environment: Behavior Analyst
Perspectives 
Speakers: Kelly Machnik, Julia VanderMolen, Jen Westerhuis, Anna Estrella, Lori DeMott, Jenny Herrygers

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Measurements of Quality Within Pediatric Occupational Therapy for Autistic Youth 
Speakers: Emma Campbell, Brooke Hineman, Sophia Huber, Sasha Poland, Jo Sanders, Abby Stritzinger

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Occupational Therapy and Driving and Community Mobility: Service-Learning Project for Occupational Therapist Students at GVSU. 
Speakers: Susan Cleghorn, Meg Kremers

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Occupational Therapy’s Role in Accessibility and Inclusion in Faith Communities: A Scoping Review 
Speakers: Breanna Chycinski

1:00pm – 2:00pm P OT and Maternal Mental Health: An Exploratory Study of Academic Preparation 
Speakers: Raven Davis-Whitaker, Victoria Mosley, Alexis Oguejiofor

1:00pm – 2:00pm P OT Makerspace: Student Experiences Adapting Ride-On Cars Through An Interprofessional Service-Learning Project 
Speakers: Donna Case, Emma Curran, Mandy Moran

1:00pm – 2:00pm P Rewriting the Narrative: Occupational Therapy and Success After Incarceration 
Speakers: Allison Schaefer, Rasamai Durina

1:00pm – 2:00pm P The Health of Diversity in the Profession: Considering Male Occupational Therapists 
Speakers: Reggie Kehoe, Jeff Smith

1:00pm – 2:00pm P The Impact of Group Occupational Therapy Sessions Using Hippotherapy on Mental Health Resilience and Leadership for At-Risk Youth 
Speakers: Marra Robert, Julie Jacob

1:00pm – 2:00pm S A crisis of meaning: Why occupational therapy was made for this moment  
Speakers: Kathleen Garvey, Jayne Yatczak

1:00pm – 2:00pm S Bridging Vision and Function: The Intersection of Occupational and Vision Therapy 
Speakers: Carla Crockett, Julia Lalain
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1:00pm – 2:00pm S Facilitating Communication about Student Well-being during Level II Fieldwork 
Speakers: Jen Engja, Sheila Guiao, Angie Smith

1:00pm – 2:00pm S Integrating Occupational Therapy for Autism in Aquatic Environments using ASAP (Aquatic Safety Autism Program) 
Speakers: Katelynn Kemski, Philip Menard

1:00pm – 2:00pm S Promoting Equitable Access to Music Through Implementation of an Eye Gaze Musical Instrument (EyeHarp) in a Special Education School 
Speakers: Amber Foster

1:00pm – 2:00pm S What is your WHY? Discovering the parallels between OT and leadership 
Speakers: Valerie Waugh

1:00pm – 3:00pm N Social-Emotional Learning Workshop Series for Preschool Staff of English Language Learners and Newcomers from the Middle East 
Speakers: Linda Lilly

2:15pm – 3:15pm S Call to Advocacy: Why advocacy is important 
Speakers: Mary Ellen East

2:15pm – 3:15pm S Compassion Without Collapse: Building Resilience Against Compassion Fatigue, Secondary Traumatic Stress, and Burnout 
Speakers: Emily Vachon

2:15pm – 3:15pm S From Clicks to Quality: Capturing OT Value and Patient Progress Through Accurate GG Coding 
Speakers: Kathy Claypool

2:15pm – 3:15pm S From OT Capstone Student to Entrepreneur: Innovation, Ownership, and Impact Beyond the Clinic 
Speakers: Shanna Haver

2:15pm – 3:15pm S PromOTing Big Ideas for Little Learners: OT Tips for the Classroom 
Speakers: BrieLynn Sturm

2:15pm – 3:15pm S Reignite Your Why: Combating Burnout and Rekindling Passion as an Occupational Therapy Practitioner

3:30pm – 4:30pm S Rethinking School-Based Services: Workload Strategies and Transdisciplinary Models 
Speakers: Karen Tibbs

3:30pm – 4:30pm M SIS - Diversity (DEIJAB) 
Speakers: Paul Webb

3:30pm – 4:30pm M SIS - Leadership 
Speakers: Sarah Roe, Amber Midena

3:30pm – 4:30pm M SIS - ONCOLOGY: Evidence on Exercise as Supportive Care for Hospitalized Oncology Patients: Addressing Cancer-Related Fatigue and Quality of
Life 
Speakers: Danning Wang

3:30pm – 4:30pm M SIS - OTA 
Speakers: Dr. Robin Pegg, Mary Ellen East

3:30pm – 4:30pm M SIS - Research & OT Education: Purpose, Preparation, Proficiency, Perfection: Application of the Occupational Therapy Practice Framework - 4 
Speakers: Regina Parnell, Jayne Yatczak, Kathleen Garvey
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